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Course Description : This course provides an in-depth 
examination of the legal responsibilities and ethical 
considerations that nurses encounter in their practice. It 
explores the legal framework governing nursing, the nurse-
patient relationship, professional liability, and the role of 
ethical decision-making in healthcare.

Course Title : 
Legal Responsibilities of Nurses

- Understand the legal framework that governs nursing 

practice.

- Identify key legal responsibilities and liabilities of nurses.

- Analyze ethical issues in healthcare and nursing.

- Apply ethical decision-making frameworks to nursing 

scenarios.

- Develop an awareness of the importance of documentation 

and record-keeping in nursing practice.

- Recognize the role of professional organizations in nursing 

practice and legal advocacy.

Course Objectives : 
Upon completion of this course, students should be able to:



Chapter 1: Introduction to Nursing Law and Ethics

Overview of the course

Historical development of nursing law

Ethical principles in healthcare

Chapter 2: Legal Standards and Regulation

State and federal regulations for nursing practice

Scope of practice and licensure

Legal issues related to advanced practice nursing

Chapter 3: The Nurse-Patient Relationship

Informed consent and patient autonomy

Confidentiality and privacy

Boundaries and professionalism

Chapter 4: Professional Liability

Understanding malpractice and negligence

Legal implications of medication errors

Documentation and risk management

Chapter 5: Ethical Decision-Making

Ethical theories and frameworks

Case studies in ethical dilemmas

Applying ethical principles to nursing practice

Chapter 6: Healthcare Policies and Advocacy

Understanding healthcare policies and their impact on nursing

The role of professional organizations in advocacy

Legal responsibilities in disaster and emergency situations

Course Schedule:



Chapter 7: Legal Issues in Specialty Areas

Legal considerations in pediatric nursing

Legal aspects of mental health nursing

Legal challenges in critical care nursing

Chapter 8:  Emerging Legal Trends in Nursing

Telehealth and telemedicine regulations

Legal issues in end-of-life care

Genetic and genomic nursing ethics

Chapter 9:  Cultural Competence and Legal Implications

Cultural competence in nursing practice

Legal aspects of delivering culturally competent care

Addressing health disparities through legal means

Chapter 10: Review and Course Reflection

Recap of key legal and ethical concepts

Student reflections on the course

Preparing for a future in nursing with legal and ethical awareness
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